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HB 585 - AS INTRODUCED

2011 SESSION
11-0556
04/01
HOUSE BILL 585
AN ACT proclaiming the third Friday in October as New Hampshire history day.

SPONSORS: Rep. Watters, Straf 4; Rep. Norelli, Rock 16; Rep. Welch, Rock 8; Rep. K. Roberts,
Ches 3; Sen. Odell, Dist 8; Sen. Merrill, Dist 21

COMMITTEE: Legislative Administration

ANALYSIS

This bill requires the governor to proclaim the third Friday in October as New Hampshire
History Day.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italics.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and-struelthrough:]
Matter which is either {a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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HB 585 - AS INTRODUCED

11-0556
04/01
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Eleven
AN ACT proclaiming the third Friday in October as New Hampshire history day.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

1 Findings. The general court finds that the commemoration of New Hampshire history is a
public good that unites New Hampshire citizens in recognition of the important events, people,
places, documents, and artifacts that form the distinctive character of the state; and that the
preservation of New Hampshire's historical documents, artifacts, and buildings, as well as its
historic areas and archaeological sites is necessary for such commemoration; and that
New Hampshire historical societies, preservation societies, museums, and libraries serve the public
by collecting, preserving, and interpreting New Hampshire history; and that educating students and
the general public in the importance of New Hampshire history and its preservation promotes civic
life; and that October is a month of notable dates in New Hampshire history;

2 New Section; Observances Proclaimed by the Governor; New Hampshire History Day. Amend
RSA 4 by inserting after section 13-o0 the following new section:

4:13-p New Hampshire History Day. The governor shall annually issue a proclamation calling
for the proper observance of the third Friday in October as New Hampshire History Day and shall
call on the citizens of New Hampshire to observe the day with appropriate ceremonies and activities
commemorating New Hampshire history and promoting its preservation.

3 Effective Date, This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.
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2011 SESSION

11-0556
04/01
HOUSE BILL 585
AN ACT proclaiming the third week of October as New Hampshire history week.

SPONSORS: Rep. Watters, Straf 4; Rep. Norelli, Rock 16; Rep. Welch, Rock 8; Rep. K. Roberts,
Ches 3; Sen. Odell, Dist 8; Sen. Merrill, Dist 21

COMMITTEE: Legislative Administration

AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill requires the governor to proclaim the third week of October as New Hampshire history
week.

Explanation: Matter added to current law appears in bold italies.

Matter removed from current law appears [in-brackets-and struckthrough:]

Matter which is either (a) all new or (b) repealed and reenacted appears in regular type.
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11-0556
04/01
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
In the Year of Our Lord Two Thousand Eleven
AN ACT proclaiming the third week of October as New Hampshire history week.

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court convened:

174:1 Findings. The general court finds that the commemoration of New Hampshire history is a
public gopd that unites New Hampshire citizens in recognition of the important events, people,
places, documents, and artifacts that form the distinctive character of the state; and that the
preservation of New Hampshire’'s historical documents, artifacts, and buildings, as well as its
historic areas and archaeological sites is necessary for such commemoration; and that
New Hampshire historical societies, heritage commissions, preservation societies, museums, and
libraries serve the public by collecting, preserving, and interpreting New Hampshire history; and
that educating students and the general public in the importance of New Hampshire history and its
praservation promotes civic life.

174:2 New Section; Observances Proclaimed by the Governor; New Hampshire History Week.
Amend RSA 4 by inserting after section 13-p the following new section:

4:13-q New Hampshire History Week. The governor shall annually issue a proclamation calling
for the proper observance of the third week of October as New Hampshire History Week and shall
call on the citizens and schools of New Hampshire to observe the week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities commemorating New Hampshire history and promoting its preservation.

174:3 Effective Date. This act shall take effect 60 days after its passage.

Approved: June 14, 2011
Effective Date: August 13, 2011
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Sen. Boutin, Dist. 16
May 9, 2011
2011-1810s

04/05

Amendment to HB 585

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

AN ACT proclaiming the second week of September as New Hampshire history week.

Amend the bill by replacing sections 1-2 with the following:

1 Findings, The general court finds that the commemoration of New Hampshire history is a
public good that unites New Hampshire citizens in recognition of the important events, people,
places, documents, and artifacts that form the distinctive character of the state; and that the
preservation of New Hampshire’s historical documents, artifacts, and buildings, as well as its
historic areas and archaeological sites is necessary for such commemoration; and that
New Hampshire historical societies, heritage commissions preservation societies, museums, and
hibraries serve the public by collecting, preservinlg, and interpreting New Hampshire history; and
that educating students and the general public in the importance of New Hampshire history and its
preservation promotes civic life,

2 New Section; Observances Proclaimed by the Governor; New Hampshire History Week.
Amend RSA 4 by inserting after section 13-0 the following new section:

4:13-p New Hampshire History Week. The governor shall annually issue a proclamation
calling for the proper observance of the second week of September as New Hampshire History Week
and shall call on the citizens and schools of New Hampshire to observe the week with appropriate

ceremonies and activities commemorating New Hampshire history and promoting its preservation,




Amendment to HB 585
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AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill requires the governor to proclaim the second week of September as New Hampshire
history weel,
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Public and Municipal Affairs
May 11, 2011

2011-1854s

04/05

Amendment to HB 585

Amend the title of the bill by replacing it with the following:

ANACT proclaiming the third week of October as New Hampshire history week.

Amend the bill by replacing sections 1-2 with the following:

1 Findings. The general court finds that the commemoration of New Hampshire history is a
public good that unites New Hampshire citizens in recognition of the important events, people,
places, documents, and artifacts that form the distinctive character of the state; and that the
preservation of New Hampshire’s historical documents, artifacts, and buildings, as well as its
historic areas and archaeological sites is necessary for such commemoration; and that
New Hampshire historical societies, heritage commissions, preservation societies, museums, and
libraries serve the public by collecting, preserving, and interpreting New Hampshire history; and
that educating students and the general public in the importance of New Hampshire history and its
preservation promotes civic life.

2 New Section: Observances Proclaimed by the Governor; New Hampshire History Week.
Amend RSA 4 by inserting after section 13-o the following new section:

4:13-p New Hampshire History Week. The governor shall annually issue a proclamation calling
for the proper observance of the third week of October as New Hampshire History Week and shall
call on the citizens and schools of New Hampshire to observe the week with appropriate ceremonies

and activities commemorating New Hampshire history and promoting its preservation.
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AMENDED ANALYSIS

This bill requires the governor to proclaim the third week of October as New Hampshire history
week,
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Public and Municipal Affairs
Committee

Hearing Report

TO: Members of the Senate
FROM: Deb Martone, Legislative Aide

RE: Hearing report on HB 585 — proclaiming the third Friday in
October as New Hampshire history day.

HEARING DATE: May 3, 2011.

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE PRESENT: Senators Barnes,
Forrester, Merrill, Boutin and Stiles.

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ABSENT: No one.

Sponsor(s): Representatives Watters, Norelli, Welch and K. Roberts;
Senators Odell and Merrill.

What the bill does: requires the Governor to proclaim the third Friday
in October as New Hampshire History Day.

Who supports the bill: Representatives Watters, Norelli, Welch and K.
Roberts; Senators Odell and Merrill; Bill Dunlap, NH Historical Society;
Elizabeth Muzzey, NH Division of Historical Resources; Jennifer Goodman,
NH Preservation Alliance; Deb Wiswell, NH Department of Education.

Who opposes the bill: No one.

Summary of testimony received:

eSenator Barnes opened the hearing at 10:38 am and called on Senator
Merrill, who introduced the bill on behalf of the prime sponsor,
Representative Watters. Representative Watters is currently out of state,

but did supply committee members with his written testimony.

oBill Dunlap, Executive Director of the NH Historical Society, strongly urged
passage of HB 585.
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eNew Hampshire's rich history defines us as a state. It's an important part
of what makes us a unique and wonderful place to live, and what makes us
such a popular destination for tourists. An appreciation of our history is
critical to the development of the values of good citizenship in our democracy.

eThere are 206 local historical societies operating in New Hampshire.

eNew Hampshire History Day will serve as a focal point to stimulate
activities and events promoting interest in our state’s history among these
local historical societies, school kids and other community organizations.

eElizabeth Muzzey, Director of the Division of Historical Resources, supports
the bill. HB 585 recognizes the deep value that residents of our state place
on its heritage, its traditions and its historical sense of place.

eResidents of the state do worry that New Hampshire’s history is no longer
emphasized and nurtured. People voice concerns about a diminished
emphasis in school curriculums in history, and suggest place-based education
and lessons in local history as tools to instill a lifelong stewardship in the
next generation.

ePeople all over the state are hard at work uncovering and preserving the
state’s history. Theyre serving on their towns’ heritage commissions,
updating town histories, rehabilitating once vacant buildings, rebuilding
stone walls and much more. New Hampshire History Day would tell these
residents that what they do is important. It enriches both our lives today and
in the future.

#Senator Barnes inquired of Ms. Muzzey as to how we can help the students
in our schools gain more knowledge about American history, some of which is
New Hampshire history. Senator Barnes cited, for example, those New
Hampshire citizens who died in both the Korean and Vietnam Wars. He
wondered what we could do to help our schools instill more history in our
students. Ms. Muzzy believes part of the problem is the changing
requirements put on schools today. Even if there is an American history
course, our schools run out of time and usually end their teaching around
1920. Much of the 20t Century is left off the curriculum. Students need to
be more engaged in history.

eSenator Boutin indicated there are many wonderful groups throughout the
state, i.e., historical societies and heritage commissions, who try to preserve
and enrich their communities with history. However, 95% of the folks who
are involved in these activities are working on a Friday, which is the day
suggested by the bill to celebrate. Senator Boutin is unsure what activities
would get promoted by a gubernatorial proclamation.
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He believes the intent would be better served by celebrating New Hampshire
History Day on a Saturday. This would enable these various groups to plan a
day with maximum effect. Ms. Muzzey imagined that Representative
Watters chose a Friday because it was a school day; he hoped to reach the
school audience. However, that does leave out those employed on Fridays.
Ms. Muzzey suggested that perhaps we need a History Weekend.

eSenator Boutin agreed with Senator Barnes in that we need to do more to
educate our children about New Hampshire history and American history.
Senator Boutin does not have a problem with the overall concept of the bill.

eJennifer Goodman, Executive Director of the NH Preservation Alliance,
supports the bill. She indicated this type of commemorative day can be a
great focal point to harness the energy of groups with limited resources. We
have a patchwork of school groups, heritage commissions, historical societies
and other groups involved in history and historical preservation that could
truly benefit from such an activity.

oMs. Goodman believes celebrating the holiday on a Friday to enable a
connection with student groups, is a valid argument. But activities could be
planned throughout the weekend.

oDeb Wiswell of the Department of Education indicated the Department had
worked with Representative Watters on the bill. She agreed with previous
testimony in that New Hampshire needs this type of recognition. Her strong
concern, however, is that the third Friday in October is often the last day of
state testing. She indicated having a celebration at the end of a testing
period might be welcomed.

oMs. Wiswell stated that New Hampshire history is a huge part of our New
Hampshire curriculum frameworks at all levels. It is very specific to fourth
grade. There is a new textbook that has been published specifically about
New Hampshire history, which is very comprehensive and well done. The
Department has circulated information on the textbook to the various school
districts.

eBecause of American history and world history, it is difficult to get to New
Hampshire history and put a focus on it. Having a New Hampshire History
Day at the high school level would make it more recognizable.

eThe schools that have been successful in teaching history have done it
thematically. It's a way for schools to get to the more recent history, instead
of teaching chapter by chapter. There is an effort in New Hampshire to
integrate a thematic approach, to enable reaching the more recent history.

e#Senator Barnes closed the hearing at 11:02 am.
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Future Action: Concerns expressed during the public hearing will be
shared with Representative Watters upon his return. The committee will
allow him an opportunity to make changes to the bill if he so desires.

dam
[file: HB 585 report]
Date: May 5, 2011
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Rep. David Watters
Strafford 4

House Bill 585 proclaims the third Friday in October as New Hampshire History Day.
The bill is introduced in the belief that such an annual proclamation would benefit schools,
historical societies, libraries, museums, and the general public. As the bill states in its findings,
the commemoration of New Hampshire history is a public good that unites New Hampshire
citizens in recognition of the important events, people, places, documents, and artifacts that form
the distinctive character of the state. In times of great change, the state has found strength in
recognizing that citizens in New Hampshire can find important shared values in the history of the
state. Each generation has to wrestle with the legacy of the past in charting the future.
Moreover, the fill finds that the preservation of New Hampshire's historical documents, artifacts,
and buildings, as well as its historic areas and archaeological sites, is necessary for understanding
history. We are indebted to New Hampshire historical societies, preservation societies,
museums, and libraries that serve the public by collecting, preserving, and interpreting New
Hampshire history. If we are to have historical resources so today’s history can be understood,
we must rely on families with full attics, local libraries and historical societies, and our great
museums, colleges, and universities, and, indeed, on the state government. The State House
itself is a shrine that our predecessors in the legislature have curated so that new legislators, and
all those fourth graders, can touch the past and imagine the future. Finally, the bill finds that
educating students and the general public in the importance of New Hampshire history and its
preservation promotes civic life. Our founding fathers and mothers knew that in a Republic it
would be the function of memory of the events that gave birth to our freedoms rather than the
rituals of privileged classes that would sustain our freedom.

“ These findings, valuable as they may be in themselves, need to be served through the
establishment of a New Hampshire history day so that at least once a year the history of the state
is called to the foreground of pubic awareness. When there is a Governor’s proclamation, people
take notice, and in particular, a proclamation provides an opportunity for observation by schools,
historical societies and museums, and other groups. An October date is a practical choice for
such opportunities. In consultation with Ken Relihan in the New Hampshire Department of
Education, Bill Dunlap of the New Hampshire Historical Society, and school teachers, it became
apparent that an October date would give teachers enough time to prepare classes for it. Local
historical societies, which often close or have reduced activities during the winter months, would
find an October date convenient for open houses and special programs. The date avoids conflict
with the National History Day essay program in which some school participate in March. The
October date also avoids conflicts with other state proclaimed commemorations, school
vacations, and religious holidays.

October is a month with many significant dates in New Hampshire history, and I will
note only a few. Given the depth of local knowledge in the state, there is no doubt that we will
be surprised at all the October dates students, teachers, local historians, and others will discover.
Three dates in October resonate in significance, On October 7, 1756, The New Hampshire
Gazette, the first newspaper in the state, commenced publication, reminding us that freedom of
the press is essential to our liberty. President George Washington, on his visit to New
Hampshire, spoke from the state house in Portsmouth, on October 30, 1789. It was a visitand a




speech that helped define the nature of the presidency and executive power in our republic. And
on October 8, 1869, the death of President Franklin Pierce stood as a reminder of the cauldron of
conflicts during his presidency that preceded the Civil War. Irecall a discussion a few years ago
between two high school students, at an exhibit at the New Hampshire Historical Society, who
were looking at Pierce’s pen with which he signed the Kansas-Nebraska Act. They argued over
whether that was the pen that started the Civil War. That’s the kind of conversation that forges
citizenship, and as this act proposes, a New Hampshire History Day will promote. I urge you to
make a recommendation of ought to pass.




New HampsHIRE DivistoN oF HiSTorRICAL RESOURCES

State of New Hampshire, Department of Cultural Resources 603-271-3483
19 Pillsbury Street, Concord, NH 03301-3570 FAX 603-271-3433
www.nh,govinhdhr preservation@dcr.nh.gov

House Bill 585 — As Introduced
Public Hearing Testimony, May 3, 2011

The Division of Historical Resources is pleased to speak today on behalf of House Bill 585, with
appreciation for Representative Watters for his leadership in sponsoring the bill, along with Senators Merrill and
Qdell and Representatives Welch, Norelli and Roberts.

House Bill 585 recognizes the deep value that residents of our state place on its heritage, traditions and
historical sense of place. This past year, in public forums and a questionnaire, the Division heard from hundreds
of people about the resources they care about in New Hampshire and their concerns moving into the future.

Universally, everyone was worried that history in New Hampshire is no longer emphasized or nurtured.
People voiced concerns about a diminished emphasis in school curriculums on history and suggested place-
based education and lessons in local history as tools that can instill a life-long sense of stewardship in the next
generation, Others spoke of today’s newest challenge: engaging people and volunteers locally, despite the
distractions of an online world.

We closed our questionnaire with the question “What will you be working on over the next five years to
preserve and promote historical and archeological resources?” The answers — pages and pages of responses —~
were phenomenal. People all over the state are hard at work uncovering and preserving the state's history. They
are serving on town heritage commissions, updating town histories, rehabilitating once vacant buildings,
rebuilding stone walls, and much more. New Hampshire History Day would tell these residents that what they
are doing is important — that it enriches both our lives today and the future as well.

One of my favorite quotes is by the historian and author David McCollough: “History is a guide to
navigation in perilous times. It is who we are and why we are the way we are.” As much as we enjoy the stories
and people of our past, perhaps the true value of history is the confidence that it gives us to move forward as
engaged and capable citizens. :

I encourage you to support House Bill 585, and thank you very much for the opportunity to speak today.
Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth H. Muzzey
Director and State Historic Preservation Officer

NH Division of Historical Resources
NH Department of Cultural Resources



Testimony in support of House Bill 585
Senate Public and Municipal Affairs Committee

Presented by: William H. Dunlap
Executive Director
New Hampshire Historical Society
May 3, 2011

My name is Bill Dunlap and [ am Executive Director of the New Hampshire Historical
Society, located here in Concord, New Hampshire. The Society is a privately funded non-
profit organization founded in 1823 with the mission of preserving, saving and sharing
New Hampshire history. The extensive collections located at our musewn and library
document the life of our state from pre-colonial times to the present. We have over 4,000
members and we serve between 15,000 and 20,000 New Hampshire elementary school
children each year with our educational programming.

On behalf of our board of trustees and membership I strongly urge passage of House Bill
585. Our rich history defines us as a state: it is an important part of what makes us a

unique and wonderful place to live, and what makes us such a popular destination for
tourists.

An appreciation of our history is critical to the development of the values of good
citizenship in our democracy. In the recent election cycle there has been a renewed
interest in the principles expressed in our foundational: documents, such as the
Declaration of Independence and the Constitutions of both our state and nation. An
engagement with our shared history—learning about the life and times of the remarkable
figures who created these documents—helps to bring these important principles of our
democracy to life. It helps to create a more active and informed citizenry.

New Hampshire has a strong tradition of volunteerism and community involvement. An
example of this can be found among the thousands of members of the 206 local historical
societies located throughout the state. New Hampshire history day will serve as a focal
point to stimulate activities and events promoting interest in history among these local
historical societies and other community organizations.

The New Hampshire Historical Society strongly endorses enactment of this legislation.
Thank you.



g g . ST e s

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIR
MICHAEL BRUSS
BRADFORD

-+ VICE CHAIR
" KEN VISCARELLO
MANCHESTER

SECRETARY
CHRISTOPHER ROGERS, C.F.A.

T~ FRANCESTOWN

TREASURER
KATHY BOGLE SHIELDS
CANTERBURY

JANDE AXMAN
LrsoM

. Susan BooTH

CANTERBURY

Pa ABOT
Lo i

JEFFREY D. GILBERT
RYE

" ETone H: HOLZAEPFEL
NEW CASTLE

¢~ CHRISTINE LATULIP
. LITILETON

PATRICK F. MCDERMOTT
MANCHESTER

~ RICHARD M. MONAHON, JR., AlIA
o+ PETERBOROUGH

_ STEPHEN TAYLOR
MERIDEN

MICHAEL B. TULE
. MILFORD ~
HUNTER ULF, ALA
HANOVER

LINDA UPHAM-BORNSTEIN, PH.D.

. LANCASTER:

- EX IVE DIiRECTOR
- g _(_ib_QDMAN

May 2, 2011

The Honorable John S. Barnes

Chairman, Committee on Public and Municipal Affairs
State of New Hampshire

Legislative Office Building

Room 101

Concord, NH 03301

Re: HB 585
Dear Chairman Barmes and members of the committee:

The New Hampshire Preservation Alliance supports HB 585 and urges the
committee’s positive endorsement of this bill. The Presei'vation Alliance is the
non-profit statewide organization committed to the preservation of historic
buildings, communities and landscapes through leadership, education and
advocacy.

Our history, as it is associated with our built environment, is the centerpiece of the

’ historic preservation movement, and we feel there are ‘great opportunities to
- incréase public.awareness of our connections to our history, and historic

preservation. From our assistance to communities across the state, we know that
much of the work promoting state and local history is done by volunteers, and a
centralized tool like a commemorative “New Hampshire History Day” can be a
strong focal point for groups with limited resources.

Increased public awareness can help prevent unnecessary losses, enhance the
quality of our communities, and provide economic benefits. Labor-intensive
rehabilitation and restoration activity creates and supports well-paying jobs and
keeps money circulating in local economies. Heritage visitors stay longer and
spend more than other types of visitors.

This very modestly-scaled commitment by state goverrm‘lent could be an effective
vehicle for leveraging the work of local historical societies, heritage commissions,
historical sites, school groups, local businesses and other partners.

incerely,

ifer Gobdman, Executive Director

NEW HAMPSHIRE PRESERVATION ALLIANCE
- PO. BOX 268 « CONCORD, N.H. 03302.0268 .
TELEPHONE 603 124 2281 « FAX 603 226 9368 * www.nhpreservation.org
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
SENATE

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

Date: May 10, 2011

THE COMMITTEE ON Public and Municipal Affairs
to which was referred House Bill 585

AN ACT proclaiming the third Friday in October as New
Hampshire history day.

Having considered the same, the committee recommends that the Bill:
OUGHT TO PASS WITH AMENDMENT
BY A VOTE OF: 5-0

AMENDMENT # 1854s

Senator David R. Boutin
For the Committee

Debra Martone 271-3092
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New Hampshire General Court - Bill Status System
Docket of HB585 Docket Abbreviations

Bill Title: {New Title) proclaiming the third week of October as New Hampshire history week.

Official Docket of HB585:

Date Body Description

1/24/2011 H Introduced 1/6/2011 and Referred to Legislative Administration; HJ 11,
PG. 192

2/1/2011 H Public Hearing: 2/8/2011 11:00 AM LOB 104 ==Executive Session to
Foliow==

2/8/2011 H Committeg Report: Qught to Pass for Feb 15 (Vote 15-0; CC); HC 13,
PG.231

2/15/2011 H Qught to Pass: MA VV; H3 17, PG.359

3/36/2011 S Introduced and Referred to Public and Municipal Affairs; SJ 12, Pg.244

4/28/2011 S Hearing: 5/3/11, Room 101, LOB, 10:30 a.m.; SC22

5/11/2011 s Committee Report: Ought to Pass with Amendment #2011-1854s,
5/18/11; SC24

5/18/2011 ) Committee Amendment 1854s, NT, AA, VV; 81 17, Pg.355

5/18/2011 S Qught to Pass with Amendment 1854s, NT, MA, VV; OT3rdg; SJ 17,
Pg.355

5/18/2011 5 Passed by Third Reading Resolution; 83 17, Pg.357

5/25/2011 H House Concurs with Senate AM #1854s(NT)(Rep Mirski): MA VV; HJ 46,
PG.1582

6/1/2011 S Enrolled Bill Amendment #2275e Adopted; SJ 20, Pg.546

6/1/2011 H Enrolled Bill Amendment #2011-2275e Adopted; H] 48, PG.1671

6/8/2011 S Enrolled

6/8/2011 H Enrclled; HJ 51, PG.1726

6/14/2011 H Signed By Governor 06/14/2011; Effective 08/13/2011; Chapter 0174

NH House NH Senate

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/bili_docket.aspx?lsr=5568&sy=2011&sortoptio...

7/18/2011
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